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Vke Wcde>ied lilies.
Miss E. B.
The Master stood in His garden,
Among the lilies so fair,
Which His own right hand had planted
And trained with tenderest care.

So to the fountain He took it,
And filled it to the brim,
How glad was the earthen vessel
To be of some use to Him.

He looked at their snowy blossoms,
And marked with observant eye,
That His flowers were sadly drooping,
For their leaves were parched and dry.

He poured forth the living water
Over the lilies fair,
Until the vessel was empty;
And again He filled it there.

"My lilies need to be watered,"
The heavenly Master said;
"Wherein shall I draw it for them,
And raise each drooping head?"

He watered the drooping lilies,
Until they revived again;
And the Master saw with pleasure
That His labor had not been vain.

Close to His feet on the pathway,
Empty and frail and small,
An earthen vessel was lying,
Which seemed of no use at all.
But the Master saw it and raised it
From the dust in which it lay,
And smiled as He gently whispered,
"This shall do my work today."
It is but an earthen vessel,
But it lay so close to Me;
It is small, but it is empty—
That is all it needs to be.

... _

Emery

His oivn hand had drawn the water,
Which refreshed the thirsty flowers;
But He used the earthen vessel,
To convey the living showers.
And to itself it whispered,
As He laid it aside once more,
"Still will I lie in His pathway,
Just where I did before.
Close would I keep to the Master,
Empty would I remain,
And perhaps some day He may use me
To water his flowers again."
—Selected.
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Sparks from Different Anvils

Seeming Failure

Mrs. Fannie Erb

George D. Watson
N order to have the abiding secret of power, we must consent to seeming failure
for Jesus. I do not know how that thought
may strike you, but if you will look at the
great crisal events in the Bible, and into
the lives of people of great faith, you will
find over and over again that the secret of
power turned on the pivot of a perfect
willingness to fail utterly in the eye of the
world. Those who work with God cannot
be failures, but there are times when from
our standpoint and feeling everything
seems to fail utterly, and our quiet acquiescence in such apparent failure for
Jesus' sake, while it closes the valve on the
creature side, it opens the divine side for
the inflow of the energy that moves the
universe. It is very easy for even sanctified souls to become attached to their work,
and to want to succeed as to their work. It
is so easy for devoted persons running
camp meetings, conventions, faith homes,
missions, or any kind of philanthropic or
spiritual enterprise, to become greatly attached to the enterprise itself, and to have
an overweening desire for success. But a
close analysis of the heart will often reveal
the fact that the craving for success is because we are putting ourselves into the affair, and the Holy Ghost who searches all
things, finds out the terrible secret that after all it is self that wants success. Now, in
order that God may get all the glory, He
must blister the fair face of seeming success, make us die to ourselves in our work,
and then He can accomplish results greater
than we dream. Jesus does not want us to
get wedded to His work instead of to Him.
We are so frail even after we are sanctified, and although our depravity is purged
away, all our faculties are so weak, that
God must keep our wings clipped or we
would fly over the bounds. A great many
do jump the track. The man that never
feels he has anything to boast of in his
work, but always looks at the work as being nothing to his credit, is the one who is
living at the point where he is willing to
be counted a failure in the eyes of men.
Read the record of great faith enterprises,
such as under Luther, or Wesley, or George
Muller's Orphanage, or Dr. Cullis' Consumptives' Home, or Bishop Taylor's work
in India and Africa, and see how thousands of times in these men's lives they
had to consent to eternal failure in the
eyes, not only of the world, but in the eyes
of philosophers, churches, ministers and
renowned ecclestiastics. Note their solitary struggles in prayer, their solitary
mountain-peak convictions, the lofty pos-
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sibilities they saw that no one else could
see. See how they surprised all the law
makers in their law, out-stripped college
professors in their teaching, eclipsed earthly bankers in their handling of money, how
they put to shame the idleness, shiftlessness
and unbelief of the majority of nominal
Christians around them, and in order to
achieve such great results, they had constantly to lie in the dust, to bear criticism,
coldness and contempt from those from
whom they expected help. And over and
over again, in their hearts, had to say
"Amen" to perfect failure. Let me give
you a scripture sample or two. Esther was
told by Mordecai to do a certain daring
thing to save the Jews. She said, "If I do
this it may involve my death," but sent
back word that she would comply with his
terms, hazard her life, "and if I perish, I
perish." That heart agreement to perish,
to die, and be buried in disgrace, was the
key that unlocked the prison door, that let
a whole nation out into liberty. There was
the secret of power. When the great monarch of Babylon rebuked the three Hebrews
for not worshipping his image, they responded, "Be it known unto you that we
shall not bow down to your image, the God
that we serve is able to deliver us from the
fiery furnace, but if not, we will not bow
down to your image." The secret of power
lay in that expression "but if not." If we
live by faith, and walk with God, there will
be many times in our lives when similar
tests will confront us, and similar furnaces
blaze for our destruction, and to go through
unscorched we must carry that great, "but
if not" in our hearts. The real value of any
work we do for God, can often be measured by the amount of difficulties in the
way of doing it, or else by the effort Satan
makes to destroy it after it is done.
In the book of Revelation, Satan stood to
devour the man child as soon as He was
born. This is true of every work of God.
If you receive a great blessing from the
Holy Ghost, Satan will soon try to destroy
or pervert it. If there be a glorious camp
meeting, or convention, or revival, Satan
will find human tools, oftentimes within
the church, to blast or check the gracious
work if possible. In such seasons, the true
servant of God must consent to the seeming failure of his labors, and at the same
time go right on working, and commit the
work to the absolute care of God.—Way of
Faith.

The heathen take their religion seriously.
If white folks had as much faith in their
God as the pagans do in their deities the
world would be at peace.

Behind every circumstance that touches
a Christian is God.
We never have to travel the pathway of
duty alone.
Jesus has no pets, no favorites, no idols.
Heaven's counter affords no bargains.
No one ever got to Heaven on good feelings, or popularity, or a bank account.
Those who are not willing to submit to
God's pruning knife, (to be whittled down)
will never get to Heaven.
""With every hardship God permits to
come to a child of God, He matches His
grace.
A climber cannot afford to look back.
God's grace is free, but He never wastes
it.
Sin turned Heaven's brightest angel into
a devil.
Sermons, prayers, and testimonies that
are indefinite don't trouble the devil very
much.
We can afford to let the world frown
when God smiles.
God gave Jesus, His only begotten Son
for the world, (sinners) that they might
be saved from their sins, (the first work of
grace) but Jesus gave Himself for the
church, (believers) that they might be
sanctified, (the second work of grace.)
No one ever got to Heaven without the
Holy Spirit to guide him.
Time is just a slice cut out of eternity.
The safest, happiest, most restful place
in all the world is in the center of God's
will.
The devil never sleeps with only one eye
open.
Did you know that God's Word says
"Whosoever therefore will be a friend of
the world, (follow its abominable fashions,) is the ENEMY O F GOD! James 4.
A compromiser is one who tries to balance himself between a way that leads up,
and a way that leads down, and unless he
gets definitely on the way that leads up, he
will eventually land definitely on the way
that leads down.
Remember it is those whom Jesus loves
that He chastises, (Heb. 12-6) and no chastisement for the present seemeth to be joyous,

but GRIEVOUS, but nevertheless

AFT-

ERWARD ; so let us not get panicky, anxious,
and pity self, but with faith and confidence
trust God, and be content.—Hubbard, Ore.
Happiness does not depend upon what
happens to you. It's how you feel about it
that counts.
Many people seem to derive pleasure
from seeing all the bad there is and in
making everything about them gloomy.
Like the old fellow who enjoyed poor
health so long he complained of feeling
better.
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Editorial
The Open Door

W

ITHOUT controversy, the church faces
one of the greatest opportunities for
furthering the Kingdom that has ever been
known in any age. One of the sources of
• constant amazement to many of us is the
manner in which "He maketh even the
wrath of man to praise Him." One of the
thrilling by-products of the fearful carnage of the war just past, is the opening of
a multitude of doors to the preaching of
the genuine Gospel. Along with the bodily
starvation and the physical destitution and
suffering, goes an even deeper want.
Souls everywhere are crying for something enduring, certain, on which they can
stand. The old humanistic self-sufficient
attitudes were found wanting in the hour
of crucial test. The formal profession of
an empty religion did not assuage the
craven hunger of a famishing soul when
facing the stark, grim specters of hatred,
horror—and hell. And so there is a receptive attitude toward the message of
saving grace which has been unknown for
generations.
This hour presents to us the gravest yet
most glorious challenge since the early
years of this church age. The very magnitude of the task nearly staggers us. But
the realization of God's condescending
grace in'making us workers together with
Him in this stupenduous task is enough to
bring a shout of triumph from the most reserved. This is the crucial hour. This is
God's time. Before us are amazing opportunities of wide-open fields ready for
the reapers.
But probably one of the most prevalent
of all the errors into which Christians fall,
is the tendency to look at the regions beyond before we have even begun to do our
duty at "Jerusalem." There is an old adage
which says that the pasture is always
greener on the other side of the fence. We
lay great plans for world evangelization.
We sponsor great missionary enterprises
which reach into the uttermost parts. We
spend vast amounts of money and we
create a great atmosphere of enthusiasm
for missions to the untutored pagans on
the other side of the world. And we tragically forget our obligation to the man on
the other side of the street.
This is not to discount or discourage the
farthest possible expansion of our mission
enterprises. We have been too fearfully
slow in launching out to the lands untouched by the Gospel. After two thousand years there are still far too many who
have never had opportunity for hearing.
But we need to beware of the modern
tendency to do things by proxy. The
genius of the evangelistic success of the
primitive church was their every member
zeal and sense of personal responsibility
for witnessing. And the one secret of every
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successful crusade for souls in every century of the church age has been the consecrated sense of personal responsibility
on the part of the whole body of believers.
The curse of any church is the attitude of
assuming that the task of missions or evangelization is the responsibility of a select
few missionaries and ministers. It is the
responsibility of every Christian.
Our attention was forcibly drawn to the
possibilities, often frustrated, which lie in
our path of duty every day. Several incidents were cited by Ernest M. Wadsworth,
director of the Great Commission Prayer
League, showing how much we might accomplish if we would arouse ourselves.
We quote:
When leaving the office one evening, I
realized it would be necessary to stop for
gasoline before driving to a preaching engagement that evening. Because of a heavy
shower then descending, I decided to look
for a covered garage. Just as the office
door was being locked, a friend came to ask
me to preach for him a week or so later.
The gasoline was forgotten.
After the evening meal we started to
the appointment. The gas gauge showed
"not quite dry." After driving a mile or
so, we came to a closed garage. On the
doors it said, "Blow horn." We did. The
door opened, but we waited in vain for service. Finally we got out of the car and went
into the office. Gathered around a stove were
seven or eight men engaged in a heated
conversation. One man asked if he could do
anything for us, and when we said we were
in need of gas, he apologized for the delay,
saying they thought I was turning in for
the night. "You see, sir, we were having
a hot argument." I asked the subject of the
debate. "Well," he said, "we have a guy
working here nights who said we would
have to be born again if we expect to get to
heaven. We told him he was crazy. Why,
we're all over thirty, and if what he said
were true, we would have heard it before.
What do you think about it?"
"It's all true," I said. "True!" he exc'aimed, "Where's the proof!" "Right here
in this book," I said, holding up my New
Testament. "You've got to show me," came
the reply. "I will. Here it is. Read John
3, verses 3 and 7." "Say," he said, "let me
take this in to the boys. It will settle the
argument, sir."
When he returned he said, "It clinched
the argument. Do you know, we meet here
evenings to discuss just such questions. Say,
are you a minister?" "Yes," I replied.
"Would you be able to stop in here when
you go by to tell us more about this thing?
The guy that told us this will sure be glad
to sse you. He's a swell fellow."
Later we found the "swell fellow" was
himself
only an inquirer. After a short
n
ta k and prayer with him, he pledged himself to pray with me for the others. I was
never able to contact that group again, but
I wondered how many anxious souls like
them are waiting to be helpd to salvation in
Christ.
The second group surprised me more than
the first. I found five men sitting around a
fire under the elevated tracks evidently having breakfast. After passing them I felt I
should go back to speak to them. Approaching them I said, "I see you are making
your own breakfast. Have you had enough
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to eat?" "We've got bread and coffee."
"Here is fifty cents. Send a fellow over to
the store for more food." They looked at
me searchingly and asked, "Are you from
Moody's?" "My office is there," I replied.
"Do you know what we were talking about
just before you came? We were saying that
when we were in Sunday school we were
told we had to be born again. But we
didn't accept it; that's why we are in this
terrible condition today. Say, brother, will
you pray that we will be converted?"
So there around that open fire under the
tracks, we wept and prayed with those five
men.
As we went our way we wondered how
many men about us were hungry for the
word of salvation. Are we forgetting our
gospel mission?
A third incident happened today. We
had a repair job that was to be finished
yesterday, but we forgot to go for it. When
we called, a big fellow at the shop (the
boss) came down the stairs to meet us.
"Yes, it's done," he said. As we paid the
bill, we caught a faint scent of liquor on
his breath, but he did not seem to be affected by it. We faced him and asked,
"Would you like to have your remaining
days an honor to God, a blessing to your
family, and a good example to the world?
Then 'seek ye first the kingdom of God, and
his righteousness; and all these things shall
be added unto you.'"
He said he wasn't interested in religion,
but we asked if we could tell him a little
story. "You'd better make it snappy," he
retorted. "I'll make it so snappy," I said,
"that you will be surprised at the snappiness of it." I told him briefly of the conversion of my father and mother. "Oh," he
said. "I've heard such things before. The
Moody boys over here have talked me deaf,
dumb, and blind. I've read the Bible."
"Well now," I said, "my time is up. I've
made my.remarks short and you've got to
get to work." But he asked me to wait.
"My wife was religious. I think she was too
religious. She died a few years ago." I
suggested that she might be waiting for
him in heaven. But he went on, "Her death
was awful, awful! She was forty hours
dying. After a day or so she called me and
said, 'I've found God's house, but all the
doors are locked!' It was awful! She was
in agony and I couldn't help her! Some
hours later she called me again and said,
'A door into God's house has been opened
to me,' and she died in peace."
Then the strong man rushed from me
with a scream and ran up the stairs crying,
" 0 God! 0 God!"
I could not follow. I dared not. I wept
and came back to the office to pray and to
enlist prayer. I wondered how many troubled souls there are like that giant of a
man. Talk about a spiritual awakening!
One is just as close to us as the work of
the Holy Spirit, and He has access to every
heart in the world.—(Moody
Monthly.)
The only way to carry out the Commission of our Christ is for every one to begin
to witness and win souls, right now, right
where you are! May God rouse us! God
grant that there may be a gracious heavensent revival among us which will awaken
in us a consuming compassion for the salvation of souls. May it begin with the
Church leadership! May it begin now!

g.tw.m
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Perfecting Holiness
Sacrifice and Self-Denial
Indispensable to the W a y of
Salvation
Lester E. Shelly
ESUS said, "As it was in the days of Noe,
so shall it be also in the days of the
Son of man. They did eat, they drank,
they married wives, they were given in
marriage . . . Likewise also as it was in
the days of Lot; they did eat, they drank,
they bought, they sold, they planted, they
builded."
Today's humanity is living parallel to
those days. May we ask the question, "Is
not the professing church of today living
in practically the same way of life?"
The individual in his search for happiness in the gratification of appetite and
ambition is missing it. For pleasure is
not happiness, and selfish gratification is
not joy. The traveler rushing hither and
thilher to seaside and mountain resorts; the
person who gratifies his appetite with the
superabundance of certain luxuries such
as ice cream, candy, pastries and other delicacies; the home that is spending much
of its time, efforts and money for the comforts of the rich—each of these fail in
finding true values. Recreation is not
blessedness, and he who lives for self and
would make all things bend to be tributary
to his pleasure and will, comes far short
of what he wants and craves.
Happiness is not to be found in circumstance and locality, in ease and worldly
pleasures. If this were so Solomon would
have discovered happiness in palaces, gardens, orchards and vineyards. He then
added to this, "Whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not from them." In the next
verse of this scripture from Ecclesiastes
Solomon affirms that he was a disappointed
man—"Behold, all was vanity and vexation of spirit, and there was no profit under the sun."
The Apostle Paul gives us a picture of
the natural man's way of life—"Whose
God is their belly, whose glory is in their
shame, who mind earthly things." Jesus
also gives the answer as to why the church
is so unfruitful—"The cares of this world,
and the deceitfulness of riches, and the
lusts of other things entering in."
Friends, let us consider why sacrifice
and self-denial are so indispensable to the
true way of salvation and holiness. The
Scripture is very plain in its teaching that
self-denial is the law of life, and self-indulgence the law of death. In verification
of this we find these Scriptural expressions: "Let him deny himself and take up
his cross daily." "If we live after the flesh
we shall die." "They that are Christ's
have crucified the flesh with the affections
and lusts."

J

God has given man a living soul and
nothing will completely satisfy that soul
but a sacrificial life for lost humanity. Joy
is the fruit of sacrifice. One of the sweetest joys which thrills the human soul
comes from the sacrifice of self. This
bliss and thrill comes from exercising
one's highest and noblest powers—living
for others as Jesus our Saviour lived.
Love of the world and love of souls cannot dwell together in any heart. Soul-saving will swallow up our money; it will eat
much into our time; it will devour much
of our strength. We cannot serve God and
Mammon (self).
Dear reader, in our church circles and
society activities, can we not draw the majority by a social gathering and refreshments, but only a small handful to the
prayer and fasting circle? Is this not the
reason that the church is shorn of her
power?
A holy life for God and mankind will
many times direct us to fast and abstain
from fleshly lusts which war against the
soul. This is to render our bodies fitter
instruments of purity and more obedient to
the good motives of Divine grace—to dry
up the springs of our passions and cool the
flame of our blood and render the mind
more capable of Divine meditations and
revelations.
Obedience to these issues will not only
give us alertness of mind, but also physical
fitness that will lessen our need for medical
aid or Divine healing. Best of all, obedience to these issues will assure a great reward in Heaven. What we spend for personal interests beyond our needs we lose
forever; what we spend and are spent for
God and His Kingdom we gain a thousand
fold. Halleluiah!
Someone has very fittingly stated, "If

Your Place
Helen M.
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you want to be rich—Give; if you want to
be poor—Grasp; if you want abundance—
.Scatter; if you want to be needy—Hoard."
Christian friends, let us remember the
words of Jesus: "Watch ye, therefore, and
pray always—and take heed to yourselves
lest at any time your hearts be overcharged
with surfeiting and drunkenness, and cares
of this life, and so that day come upon you
unawares. For as a snare it shall come
upon all them that dwell on the face of
the whole earth."—Souderton, Pa.
i
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Christ and His Cross
" Lewis Bayly's "Practice of Pietie" was
one of the two books which John Bunyan's
wife brought to him for her wedding
dowry. Near the end there is a colloquy
between Christ and the Soul in which Christ
opens to the Soul the meaning of His
Cross.
Soule: Lord, why wouldst Thou be taken, when Thou mightest have escaped
Thine enemies?
Christ: That thy spiritual enemies should
not take thee, and cast thee into the prison
of utter darkness.
Soule: Lord, wherefore wouldest Thou
be bound?
Christ: That I might loose the cordes of
thine iniquities.
Soule: Lord, wherefore wouldest Thou
be lift up upon a Crosse?
Christ: That I might lift thee up with
Me to Heaven.
Soule: Lord, wherefore were Thy hands
and feet nayled to the Crosse?
Christ: To enlarge thy hands to doe the
works of righteousness and to set thy feete
at libertie, to walke in the ways of peace.
Soule: Lord, why wouldest Thou have
Thine armes nayled abroad?
Christ: That I might embrace thee more
lovingly.
Soule: Lord, wherefore was Thy side
opened with a speare?
Christ: That thou mightest have a way
to come nearer to My heart.—Selected.

Richardson

Just where you stand in the conflict,
There is your place;
Just where you think you are useless,
Hide not your face;
God placed you there for a purpose,
JVhate'er it be;
Think! He has chosen you for it;
Work
loyally.
Gird On your armor! be faithful
At toil or rest,
Whiche'er it be, never doubting
God's way is best.
Out in the fight, or on picket,
Stand firm and true;
This is the work which your Master
Gives you to do.
—The Way of Faith,

"As a prince hast thou power with God
. . . and hast prevailed" (Gen. 32:28).
Jacob by the brook Jabbok never would
have gotten the blessing with such spineless praying as we hear today. But he
prayed alone. He prayed laboriously, for
it was a wrestle. He prayed continuously,
for he prayed all night. He prayed
through. God seemed to be against him.
He prayed in great agony, for his hip was
out of joint; and he said, even under such
circumstances, "I will not let thee go, except thou bless me."—Charles F. Brown.
t
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Wars, dictators, and murder can never
break the bonds of racial prejudice. The
only remedy is the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
for we are one in Him.
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The Place of Prayer
God's Four-Point Prosperity Plan
Christine Kerr

Peirce

N the past few years we have been hearing
a great deal about plans—plans for
Ipeace,
plans for economic security, plans
for prosperity. Plans—plans—plans! After these years of trying out one after another, we feel that what America needs is
to vote out man's plans and vote in God's
plan.
To say that America is facing a crisis, is
misconstruing the real facts. America is
in a crisis, and the only way out—the only
path to prosperity—is God's path. True
material prosperity can only be in proportion to spiritual prosperity. A prosperity
built upon recognition of a godless, communistic country for the sake of a little
increase in trade receipts, upon the repeal
of the Volstead act for the sake of increase
in revenue at the expense of brokenhearted
wives and neglected, half-starved children,
upon an orgy of wild spending and continual "priming-the-pump," a continued use
of the "hypodermic needle" of false stimulants to trade—all this is as a house built
upon the sand, and when the storm comes,
it is bound to go down—and it does!
If one would face the thing and think
it through, it would be very clear to any
honest thinking man or woman, that to
have all one wants of material things without the balance of spiritual forces to restrain the human impulses, can mean only
one thing, and that is self-destruction, or
the suicide of civilization.
With our Bibleless homes and schools,
what else could we expect but a collapse of
the superstructure of our economic life?
Someone has said, "America will never get
on its feet, till it gets on its knees." In
other words, if we want prosperity, we
must get it according to God's plan. May
we call your attention to God's four-point
prosperity plan?
"If my people, which are called by
my name, shall humble themselves, and
pray, and seek my face, and turn from
their wicked ways; then will I hear from
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and
will heal their land" (II Chron. 7 : 1 4 ) .
1. Humble themselves — the last thing
man wants to do. Human nature likes to
strut and brag and boast. As a nation, we
have strutted—we have boasted, and indeed
America has held foremost place among
the nations of the world. Other nations
have looked to us as an example and for a
way -out of their difficulties, but it would
seem that now many of them are solving
their own troubles better than we are solving ours.
As a Church, we have strutted. We have
prided ourselves on our standing in the

community, our million dollar edifices, our
intellectual giants, but in the midst of it
all, where are our spiritual giants? The
early Church never boasted thus, for she
was the "sect everywhere spoken against."
When the Church becomes popular with
the world, she loses her power with God.
How many of us strut in our own selfimportance and self-sufficiency! "Whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased;
and he that shall humble himself shall be
exalted." God's law of cause and effect are
just as sure in the spiritual realm as in
the physical. The way down is the way
up! No revival ever came without a true
humbling on the part of God's people. Be
willing to confess. Be willing to say three
little words, hardest to say in all the English language, "I was wrong"-—"I am
sorry."
2. Pray. This means more than saying
prayers with an eye half shut and a heart
half asleep. It means watching unto prayer.
Prayer is as natural to the newborn babe
in Christ, as the cry of the hungry babe for
its mother's breast. If it isn't natural for
us, then we either never have been born
again, or else have allowed sin or the cares

Until
Belle

Staples

"Behold I shew you a mystery: We shall
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed."
(I Cor. 15:51, I T h e s . 4 : 1 7 ) .
Until the breaking of the day:
Until the shadows flee away:
Until the morning dawns at last,
And sin no more its shadows cast:
Until the weeping time is o'er
And saints of God shall sigh no more,
But be at everlasting rest,
Upon the Saviour's gentle breast—
Oh, watch and pray!
Until that bright, transcendent hour
Shall "manifest the Saviour's power,"
And sleeping saints shall rise and sing,
And right and left the clods shall fling.
When living saints transformed shall be,
And join with that blest company,
Then drawn as by a magnet, rise,
To meet the Bridegroom in the skies—
Oh, watch and pray!
He went away, He'll come again,
That, blessed lamb for sinners slain.
But if, perchance, we fall asleep,
The shades of death should 'round us
creep,
Before He comes "with trumpet sound,"
His voice will penetrate the ground,
In liquid music He will say,
Arise, My love, and come away!"
Oh, watch and pray!
—Selected by Martha Resor.
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of this world to enter and crowd out this
sacred breath of the Christian life.
As
"babes," a cry of the heart, a sob, a sigh,
may be a prayer, but as those more matured we need to be taught how to pray. We
must be consistent in our living, consecrated to God in our asking, constant in our
believing, and conquering in our praising.
We give ourselves to almost any other
cause but prayer. The psalmist says, "I
will give myself to prayer." In other
words, he himself was that prayer. He became, in the words of another, "a walking
prayer." This sort of praying will bring a
revival. If all God's people were "walking
prayers," unbelief and doubt soon would
be driven out of the church, and the altars
would again be filled and souls be led to
Christ.
3. Seek My face. This implies that something has been lost.
The prophet says,
"Your iniquities have separated between
you and your God, and your sins have hid
his face from you" (Isa. 5 9 : 2 ) . Have you
lost the sense of His presence, His favor,
His face? What have we lost?
Fellowship! The time of communion has
been crowded out of our lives, we are too
busy to wait on God.
Faith! This follows loss of fellowship.
When faith is gone, His face is gone also.
Where is the faith that "laughs at impossibilities, and cries, 'It shall be d o n e ! ' " ?
Faith that staggers not, but laughs, not with
the hollow, shallow laughter of the false
optimist, but of the one who realizes he is
more than conqueror through Him who
loved us?
Fervor!. "I have somewhat against thee,
because thou hast left thy first love" (Rev.
2 : 4 ) . Back to the old fervor of the early
Methodists! Back to the fervor of the early
Church! Back to the fervor of your early
Christian experience! The world is as sick
of half-hearted, insipid "churchianity" as
God Himself is.
4. Turn from their wicked ways. "Having a form of godliness, but denying the
power thereof: from such turn away" (II
Tim. 3:5). There are many wicked ways we
might enumerate, but if we have met the
three preceding points in God's plan, the
Spirit of God will reveal our own wicked
ways and lead us to the place of realization, repentance, and restitution.
Turn away from the compromise that has
served as did the fatal shears called for by
Delilah when Samson was shorn of his
power! God never put the Church into the
world to reform it, but to transform it by
first transforming the individual heart.
"Changed lives alone can change society
and the world round about us."
Here is God's plan. His promise that He
will heal the land will be fulfilled as surely as God lives. Let the Church of the
living God meet this challenge, obey this
command, and lead America back to God
and back to the path of permanent arid
lasting prosperity!—Moody Monthly.
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Doctrine
Faith's Threefold Tenses
Alice Reynolds

Flower

ANY times as a child you gave the tenses of some verb—past, present,
future, but it came as a sweet revelation
recently that these same three tenses may be
applied to our relationship to God by
faith. Have you ever realized how truly
our walk of faith has its past, its present,
and its future exercise? Perhaps God has
a fresh word of comfort and strength for
us right here.

M

Past

Working

Everyone may not need the emphasis of
this past tense, but I have known some who
do, for the past often troubles many people.
There are those whom God has freely forgiven, who can never quite forgive themselves, and from the past receive shadows
that cause heartache and failure.
Real
faith in God leaves the past where it belongs for every Christian—buried in the
depth of the sea, removed as far as the east
is from the west. God can overrule the mistakes only as you trust His love and mercy
to operate in your behalf; while looking
back remorsefully only hinders His gracious end. So you need the past tense faith.
If you believe Him once believe Him now,
and do not by any act of unbelief dig up
some evil-smelling carcase to distress your
own heart and all those about you.
Another phase of this past tense faith is
holding a firm stand upon God's Word as
declared to you along some line of victory.
Paul said in the face of that disastrous
shipwreck, "Sirs, * * I believe God, that
it shall be even as it was told me." How
long have you.stood upon some promise,
yet unfulfilled—days, weeks, years passing
by— and still you believe God, satisfied
by His given assurance? "Cast not away
therefore your confidence, which hath great
recompense of reward. For ye have need
of patience, that, after ye have done the
will of God, ye might receive the promise."
What delight God must find in such believeing ones!
Present

Working

"God is faithful—not He has been,
Nor He will be—both are true;
But today in this sore trial,
God is faithful now to you."
It was to Israel's host emerging from
Egypt's bondage, God spoke these words
through His servant Moses, "Fear ye not,
stand still, and see the salvation of the
Lord, which He will shew to you today."
They stood at the Red Sea, with mountains
on each side, and Pharaoh's swiftly pursuing host in the rear. No time nor place
for devising some method of escape. In
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ly attempting the deliverance of his nation
by the force of his own strong arm—and
•then what a wait he had to have before
truly ready for action in God's designed
obedience to God they had left Egypt; in
way. And again we have King Asa who
continued obedience lay every hope of help
so valiantly met and overthrew the Ethifor the present grave emergency.
opians under Zerah after crying earnestly
The situation here brings to mind one to God for help. Then at a later crisis,
of George Midler's life secrets; "There is when threatened by Baasha, Ring of Israel,
no way of keeping in close touch with God he sought help from the Syrians, and was
unless a new step is taken in advance when- soundly rebuked by Hanani the seer in
ever new light is given." This is just what these words, "Were not the Ethiopians and
Israel had to do—"stand still, and see"— the Lubims a huge host, with very many
when every impulse would be to flee or chariots and horsemen? yet, because thou
give up. But to flee backward would only didst rely on the Lord, He delivered into
have brought trouble as they rushed into thine hand. For the eyes of the Lord run
the oncoming chariots of the enraged Egyp- to and fro throughout the whole earth, to
tians, and climbing mountains was not easy, shew Himself strong in the behalf of them
perhaps well-nigh impossible, encumbered whose heart is perfect toward Him. Hereas they were; so they were forced to stand in thou hast done foolishly: therefore from
still and wait for God's new step. It came henceforth thou shalt have wars."
at once by God's direct command to Moses, (// Chron. 16: 8,9).
"Speak unto the Children of Israel, that
they go forward." Yes, forward into the
"Yesterday He helped me,
waters of the Red Sea to behold a miracle
never witnessed before.
Today He's just the same!
How
long will this continue?
It may work for you just like this today.
You are thrown upon God in a present
Forever—praise His Name!"
hour of great need—you cannot go back,
you cannot side-step—and God says "forHave you ever known nameless fears
ward." To delay is to despair and acknow- of the morrow? There are precious souls,
ledge defeat. You must step right ahead constantly troubled by forebodings of evil
confidently assured of God's gracious pro- which the adversary uses as a cruel scourge
vision anticipating every untried way. Af- over their heads. It may be fear of some
ter all, it is simple, although you may face disease common to their family, or one ul
waters of difficulty, uncertainty, and appar- terly remote. Either way the mental suf
ent disaster. Present tense faith always fering may be very acute; and if Job's
steps forward at His command.
words are true:—"The thing which I great
ly feared is come upon me, and that which
"Trust and obey, for there's no other way I was afraid of is come unto me" (Job
To be happy in Jesus, but to trust
3:25, marg.), then we are hereby opening
and obey."
the door for trouble to enter. Fear brings
It takes faith to obey, but prompt obed- torment and paralyzes the operation of
ience will assure the constant increase of faith. We should resist fear of impending
your faith.
disease as we would the disease itself. "God
See another side to this present tense hath not given us the spirit of fear; but
faith. There may be the great emergency of power, and of love, and of a sound
all right, but there may be the possibility mind." Resist steadfastly the fear Satan
of leaning on natural resources available brings and open your heart to God for the
to you. Here may be your test now— quickening of His Word and the inflowing
whether you are choosing God's way out, of His love, the sweep of whose Divine curor whether you will attempt your own de- rent John tells us "casteth out fear." Halliverance, for ofttimes present tense faith lelujah.
manifests itself by ignoring such human
Then there is the fear of threatened calefforts and quietly, patiently waiting for
amities along various lines. Like a stark
God. Here is a real test of faith.
spector of evil disaster—financial, temporal,
even spiritual—looms ahead upon the
"His mercy, oh, how kind!
earthly horizon of many good people. The
His wisdom, oh, how great!
future is a constant source of concern as
God never comes before His time,
we listen to them "borrowing trouble," just
And never is too late."
as the Children of Israel did three days aftHow poor Abraham and Sarah suffered er God had led them triumphantly out of
as a result of their anxious efforts to ful- Egypt's bondage through the Red Sea.
fill God's promise! God had to bring them Their life's history is a constant "Can God
back to a waiting faith until His way and meet this situation?" in attitude, if not in
time were accomplished. So we see present actual words. Faint-hearted, their songs
faith can be shown by courageous action of gladness die and their service wanes acor patient waiting, since either way may be cordingly—no faith for any future workthe means of bringing God's victory. For ing whatever.
another case in point we have Moses eager(Continued on page thirteen)
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Christian Stewardship
Our Money and Time for God
Cecyl Elizabeth

Cupp

Do you need more money for God's
work?
Go to your Bible. It will tell you how
to get this money.
Malachi 3:11—"Bring ye all the tithes
into the storehouse, that there may be meat
in mine houses, and prove me now herewith if I will not open you the windows
of Heaven, and pour you out a blessing
that there shall not be room enough to receive it."
"Bring ye all the tithes." This is a
direct command from God. But, as is usual
with God's commands, there is a promise
of great blessing for us if we obey. And
we know God always keeps His promises.
Some people will say this command was
given to the ancient people or that we are
living under grace, not law. I will not
argue with you there. But the very fact
that we are living under grace should make
us so supremely grateful to our loving
Heavenly Father that we will want' to give
as much as did those living under the law,
and more. We do not really give until
after we have tithed. Our tithe is merely
what we owe God, the interest we should
pay on what He gives us.
Remember everything really belongs to
God. He gives our ability and opportunity
to earn. And oh! He gives us so much
more! We should not even think of it as
a duty to give to Him, but as a great,
wonderful privilege, the one way we have
of showing Him how very grateful we are
for all He has done, and is doing daily
for us. And to think that we also receive
more great blessings for doing what is to
us a privilege and a joy! What a wonderful God we have!
Then, while we are tithing our money,
let us not forget another important thing—
our time. Let us not be niggardly with
that, either. Let us be sure we give at
least one-tenth of our time to God, either
in service, worship, or praise. Then surely the blessings will rain from Heaven, so
we will not have room enough in our souls
to receive them. And they will overflow
others, helping to make this world a better
place.
A tithing church is always a blessed
church, a church of power for God and
right living. So also is the tithing person.
Add to this the giving of oiir time and
effort in worship and God-directed services
united with praise and you will have a
blessed power for God. And how rich will
be the individual who does this! We will
not really be giving to God but receiving.

And when God gives, how wonderful it is!
If you have never tried tithing your
money and time, you should start now.
You will be surprised and greatly pleased.
With our time and our money tithed for
God the result will be that we become wonderfully blessed, God's name will be glorified and His cause strengthened in this
world.
Is not this worth trying ?—Dexter, Mich.

Reasons W h y I Pay Tithes
I want the co-operation of the best of all
business partners—God.
I want the prosperity which comes with
the paying of tithes.
I want to be faithful in my stewardship
of material things.
I do not want to be classed as a robber.
I want to be able to pray consistently,
"Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors."
I want an inheritance on the new earth.
I do not want to be one of the "tares,"
for they are to be burned.
I want my name written in the Lamb's
book of life (Rev. 2 1 : 2 7 ) .
I want the thrift which comes from its
practice—a good spender, but not a careless one.
I want the joy-giving consciousness
which comes with paying the tithe.
I want to live the law of social equality
—everyone helping according to his ability.
I want to be honest with God and all
people—paying the tithe offers the best
opportunity to prove it.
I want the training of the will which
comes through paying the tithe. Anything
less than one-tenth is not a tithe.
I want the records of my conscience, my
people, and my God to testify of my sincerity in obeying the laws of God.
I want to develop generosity without
vain glory; paying the tithe is well suited
to that purpose.—Selected.

The Church that Pays Dividends
"Believe it or not" tells about the East
Mountain Primitive Baptist Church, of
Gladewater, Texas, that "pays dividends
to its members. Oil was found on the
property."
Personally, we feel the church would
have done better by giving all its income
from that oil to missionary enterprises, but
aside from that consideration, we want to
suggest that every real Christian church
should be giving dividends to its members. Faithful church attendance, where the
good Gospel of our Lord is faithfully
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preached, should yield a harvest of peace
and blessing in the individual and the
h'ome life. Churches should pay dividends
to their members in peace t increased usefulness and a developed Christian character.
Only churches that adhere to the old
gospel pay real and eternal dividends;
churches with a modernistic message and
tendency cheat their auditors; they clip
worthless coupons.—Selected.
"He shall not be afraid of evil tidings:
His heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord."
(Psa. 112:7).
"Let me commend to you a life of trust
in God in temporal things. Walk in your
path of integrity with steadfast steps, and
show that you are invincibly strong in the
strength which confidence in God alone
can confer. . . . There is no more blessed
way of living than a life of dependence
upon a covenant-keeping God. We have
no care, for He careth for us; we have no
troubles, because we cast our burdens upon the Lord.—Charles Haddon
Spurgeon.

1 •!> I

Living By Giving
Is thy cruse of comfort
failing?
Rise and share it with a friend!
And through all the years of famine
It shall serve thee to the end.
Love divine will fill thy storehouse,
Or thy handful still renew;
Scanty fare for one will often
Make .a royal feast for two.
For the heart grows rich in giving;
All its wealth is living gain;
Seeds, which mildew in the garner,
Scattered, fill with gold the plain.
Is thy burden hard and heavy?
Do thy steps drag wearily?
Help to lift thy brother's
burden—
God will bear both it and thee.
Lost and weary on the mountains,
Wouldst thou sleep amidst the snow?
Chafe that frozen form beside thee,
And together both shall glow.
Art thou wounded in life's battles?
Many stricken round thee moan:
Give to them thy precious
ointment,
And that balm shall heal thine own.
Is thy heart a well left empty?
None but God its void can fill;
Nothing but a ceaseless fountain
Can its ceaseless longing still.
Is thy heart a living power?
Self-entwined, its strength sinks low.
It can only live by loving,
And by serving love will grow.
•—Selected.
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Homes for Mentally 111
The annual meeting of the Mennonite
Central Committee on January 3, 1947,
made plans for the establishment of three
small homes for mentally ill—one each to
be located in the eastern, middle west and
western parts of the United States. In the
May 3 special MCC session, further authorization was given for necessary improvements and developments at the Leitersburg,
Maryland, former CPS farm project, to
make it suitable for the eastern home. It
is planned that this home accommodating
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twenty patients can be opened by the fall
of 1947.
The plans for the west coast home, to be
located within reasonable distance of a Mennonite settlement in California, are also
being developed with the hope that this
home may be ready for occupancy within
the coming year.
The January 3, 1947, annual meeting also
authorized the opening of a "Homes for
Mentally 111" fund, to which contributions
to these projects can be directed. All such
contributions should be sent to and through
the treasurers of the respective groups.
Voluntary Services
Leaders of the MCC Summer Units plan
to met in Chicago on May 17 to plan for the
religious, educational and recreational programs that are to be developed in connection with each of the Summer Service Units.
The leaders for the units are as follows:
Pennhurst Training School, John Fisher,
leader and Beth Winger, matron; Cleveland
State Hospital, leader to be appointed, Susan Sensenig, matron; Colorado State Hospital (Pueblo), Ralph Lehman, leader and
matron to be appointed; Gulf port, Mississippi, Orlo Kauffman, leader and Francis
Beckenbach, matron; Mexico, Melvin Funk,
leader; MCC Headquarters, Mrs. J. N. Byler, matron.
Labeling of Relief Goods
During the past season of Material Aid
work, it has been noticed that some cans
of food come into the warehouses without
any labels. We would urge everyone to
continue to put labels on each gift that is
contributed. The small amount of information on the labels has been very valuable
many times in making contacts with people
overseas. It gives a gift a personal touch
which nothing else can provide. It bears
witness to the fact that individual Christian
people here are directly and personally concerned about the welfare of others, and willing to share with them the blessings which
are enjoyed so abundantly here. Relief
workers frequently tell of the joy and appreciation of these persons who receive
gifts "In the Name of Christ." It has also
been a source of satisfaction to relief workers when they distribute food which they
know has been sent from persons in their
home community.
We suggest that you estimate your needs
early and send in your requests for the
labels, to the Material Aid Section, Mennonite Central Committee, Akron, Pennsylvania. If you live close to an MCC Food
Warehouse, you may get labels there. There
is no charge for these labels. In ordering
labels, be sure to specify the size and type
of cans for which they are to be used.
Material Aid Slides Available
A recent addition to the slide sets available for loan by interested individuals and
groups, is one on the MCC Material Aid
Program. This set includes pictures showing MCC food and clothing warehouses,
packing and stencilling of food for shipment, relief canneries in operation, transportation of food and clothing, baling of
clothing, CPS men working in warehouses,
etc. There are 69 slides in this set, most of
them in natural color.
Other sets which continue to be available
for, loan are: MCC work in Puerto Rico;
Gulfport, Mississippi, health and community
welfare work; Ypsilanti CPS Unit; Denison
CPS Camp; Tiffin CPS Unit; Belton CPS
Camp; Ft. Collins CPS Camp; General set on
CPS camps; Crafts in CPS; Mennonite Heritage; and MCC Headquarters.
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There is no charge for the use of these
slides, except for return postage. If possible, requests for the slides should be sent
in several weeks in advance of the date on
which they are desired. Address inquiries
to Publicity Office, Mennonite Central Committee, Akron, Pennsylvania.
Mennonite Community Sourcebook
This is another valuable reference book
written and published through the efforts oi
CPS men. As the name suggests, it is a
source book containing a large amount of
information on community life, Christian
life and Service, Peace, 'Family and Home,
Agriculture and Vocations, Music, Crafts,
Recreation, and Methods of Education. The
book was designed and written for the purpose of making available to leaders in
cmirches and communities, the information
and techniques found useful in directing the
educational, religious and social life in CPS
camps. This is available from the Mennonite Central Committee, Akron, Pennsylvania, fori 50c per copy.
Prayer Council
The H. C. Morrison Prayer Council is the
name of a group being formed this month
in commemoration of the evangelist's birth
and death. The group plans to preserve a
non-sectarian emphasis on the message and
testimony of holiness, help in Louisville
churches, and promote an annual holiness
convention in Louisville.

Births
SMITH—On Sunday morning, April 27, 1947,
a son, Norman David, came to bless the home
of Bro. & Sr. Norman Smith of Dayton, Ohio.
BRADY—A daughter, Mary Alice was born
May 15 to Bro. and Sr. Warren Brady of R. 3,
Elsie, Michigan.

Weddings
CASSEL-EYSTER—On Friday evening, May
23, 1947 at 7:30 P. M. Bro. John Ezra Cassel
son of Bro. Samuel and Sr. Addie Cassel, Clayton, Ohio and Sr. Naomi Mae Eyster, the
daughter of Bro. Raymond L. and Miriam
Eyster of Thomas, Okla. were united in marriage in the presence of relatives and friends
at the residence of Bro. and Sr. C. W. Boyer,
Dayton, Ohio where the bride had made her
home for little over two years.
The ceremony was performed by Bish. W.
H. Boyer. We pray God's presence may go
with these dear ones as they travel the pathway of life together.
MILIiER-POWEIiE^—At eight o'clock on
Sunday morning, April 27, in a beautiful but
simple wedding performed at Messiah Lighthouse Chapel, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, with
many friends witnessing the occasion, Miss
Kathleen Powell and Mr. Clair Miller, both of
Harrisburg, were united in the bonds of holy
matrimony. The vows were administered by
Eld. Albert Engle and he was assisted by Eld.
Joel E. Carlson.
May the blessing of the Lord attend this
couple through life.
KATTPPMAN-MTTSSER—On May 17 at 3
P. M., at the home of Elias Z. Musser, a
brother of the bride, there occurred the marriage of Brother Blaine N. Kauffman and Sister
Mary Z. Musser, both of Mt. Joy, with the
bride's Father, Bishop I. W. Musser officiating.
May God's choicest blessings accompany
them through life.
BHOADS-OBEEEOITZEB—At the Crossroads Church near Florin, Pa., on Sunday May
18 at 2 P. M., Brother Jay Marlin Rhoads, son
of Brother and Sister Daniel H. Rhoads of
Petersburg, Penna., and Sister Anna Naomi
Oberholtzer, daughter of Brother and Sister
John Oberholtzer of Mt." Joy, were united in
Holy Matrimony, Bishop I. W. Musser officiating.
May the blessing of the Lord accompany
them through life.
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With the Church
On the Foreign Field
Barjora, India
On a beautiful moonlight evening in June
two years ago, a group of our local brethren
and sisters sat in consultation on the front
veranda of the bungalow. Andreas, just back
from Allahabad Seminary on vacation, was
there. Samuel Andrews, of quiet mien and
manner, was also there, and so were the
other teachers, preachers, and workers. We
carried a burden. We wanted a church in
Barjora! Then why not build it? But first
we must have the land, and so Andreas and
Samuel, whose plots of land adjoined the
mission compound, offered theirs for the
House of God. Others promised labor and
money, and with high hopes and zeal we
determined under the blessing of God to
build our church.
But it took some time to gather materials
and money together. Our people are poor,
and the cost of living is high. Nevertheless, each gave what he could. Even the
Girls' Orphanage raised over a hundred rupees for the purpose by presenting a program for the zenana women of Saharsa.
The Boys' Orphanage also had their share
in raising funds, and interest mounted
throughout the Indian church.
Other churches have been built—one at
Saharsa, and one at Supaul. But these were
built on mission land, and at mission expense. This Barjora church is different. It
belongs to all of us. We have all had a
share in it, and so far it has been built entirely by local subscriptions. Anglo-Indian
neighbors have donated carts for hauling,
thatching for the roof, and labor. Our Indian brethren are working with their hands,
filling in dirt for the floor, putting on the
roof, helping the carpenter to make the
doors. In America this might not seem unusual, but here in India where it is considered "belittling" for a man of position to
work with his hands, this is a definite encouragement to us.
As I write, the thatching is being put on
the church. The corner-stone was laid the
tenth of April, and the work has gone fast
since then. The foundation of the church
building is made of burnt brick, the walls
of sun-dried brick, plastered and whitewashed. The roof is thatching, the floor
made of mud. In the future we hope to
put in a cement floor and to build up the
two Sunday School rooms adjoining the
auditorium. The foundation has been laid
for them, but at present the work on them
has been curtailed for lack of funds. We
plan, under the blessing of the Lord to have
the dedication of this building on May 18
and follow it with a week of special meetings.
I wish you could watch big and little
working together on the building. It is an
inspiring sight, indeed. The deacon shovels
dirt, the head-master and second teacher
carry it, and so does the boys' orphanage
cook, the medical helper, the village preacher, the orphanage boys and others. Even
little Yason, son of the second teacher in
the Boys' school, and boasting the advanced
age of five years, carries his bucket of dirt
back" and forth, back and forth, doing his
share along with the rest! Is it any wonder,
that with a oneness of purpose and aim displayed in such a practical manner, we look
forward to the best revival meeting we
have ever had? Surely the Lord will bless
the labor of His people and make this House

of God a dwelling place for the shekinah of
His Presence.
But not only Christians have had a share
in the building. Some labor had to necessarily be hired, and for this purpose masons were brought in. One was a Roman
Catholic, another a Mohammedan, the third
a Hindu. As they worked together in harmony on God's House, it seemed to me a
prophecy. This building is not only for us
alone! It is here to bring blessing and the
story of salvation to Roman Catholics, Mohammedans and Hindus alike! The Roman
Catholic mason tells an interesting story.
He was forbidden by his priest to work on
our church because it is a Protestant church.
But he came anyway. When we asked him
why, he answered, "Is it not God's House?
Don't we serve the same God? I am not
stealing. I am being paid for my labor.
Then what sin is there in i t ? " With this
answer to his priest, he returned to Barjora
and continued working on the church.
We ask your prayers and interest for, the
church here in Barjora, not for the buildingalone, but for the brave hearts who have
had a mind to work, and who are now completing the building in the hopes and prayer
of the best revival Barjora has ever known!
May we see His Glory. May we see His
Face, and in that revelation become so lost
in Him that He may use us to the magnifying of His Matchless Name among the
Heathen. Pray for Barjora.
Leoda A. Buckwalter
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den," "I have no clothes fit to come to
Church," "I am too old to become a Christian, that is for the children," etc., etc.
These excuses were met one by one by these
Christian women, who really know God, and
at last this woman could think of no other
excuse but her eyes filled with tears as we
pressed her to come to church, repent and
receive peace in her heart. She promised
that she would begin coming as from that
day and she is coming. Help us pray for
Naka Samueli.
There are many others within a short distance of the Mission who need God and we
have been praying that a mighty Revival
might sweep this way and bring deliverance
to souls.
M. H. Brenaman

Csrrland, Michigan
Our Spring Love Feast was held May 17
and 18. We were glad for the visiting
brethren and sisters who came from Merrill,
Mooretown, and Gladwin congregations to
worship with us. Elders Kenneth Starr, and
Lewis Thomas spoke to us Saturday afternoon, and in t h e evening Eld. Melvin Stauffen, and our pastor. Bro. Stauffer brought
the message Sunday morning, and Bishop
Henry Schneider Sunday evening. We are
glad to see an increase in our attendance at
Sunday School during the past few months.
We trust the seed sown in the hearts of the
unsaved who attend will bring a harvest of
souls for Christ.
On both Easter, and Mother's Day Sundays, a special program was given, in which
the children had an active part. They did
very well, and the Sunday School enjoyed it
very much. Our cradle roll will now have
Evangelistic Services at Mtshabezi
a new member; in the person of little Mary
During the last week of March, Evangel- Alice Brady, daughter of Warren and Leola
istic services were held here with Mfundisi Brady, born May 15.
Dhlodhlo, one of our African Ministers as
During the winter and spring months we
the Evangelist. His burden for both the held our prayer meetings in different homes.
members and the unsaved was manifested Thus we had the privilege of giving the
as he fearlessly proclaimed the Word of gospel to those who otherwise do not atGod and as he was moved to tears both tend prayer meeting. And we have reason
when preaching and pleading with God for to believe they appreciated it too.
souls. Conviction rested heavily during the
A couple of weeks ago following our
services.
young people's services on Sunday night,
When having Revival Services here we Bro. Jay Sisco from Sandusky, Mich,
gather together in groups for a half hour brought us the evening message. We are
of united prayer before going into the Mid- glad for the younger ones who are willing
day Service. God met us in these prayer to take a part in the Lord's work.
circles where many brought requests for
Our oldest member, Sr. Anna Turner, who
prayer in behalf of their own needs and the has been ill for a number of weeks is now
needs of others. The Midday Services were able to attend service again. We are exwell attended by village people as well as pecting while our pastor, Bro. Clinton Starr,
those on the Station. The evening services attends conference in Calif, to have Bro.
were attended only by our boarding pupils. Joe Jones,' a student from the Holiness
Three mornings we had a short service for
in Owosso, Mich., to have charge
the little boys and girls who came to school Seminary
of the Sunday morning preaching services.
from their villages.
Anna Kiteley
We prayed with a large number of village
boys and girls, and som e of our boarding Ringgold District, Pa.
boys and girls received help but there was
At recent reception services at the
very little move among the older people
Waynesboro and Hollowell churches in
who come from the villages near by.
All of the teachers and Missionaries were Ringgold District, nine members were reable to visit some kraals during the week ceived into church fellowship. Bish Samuel
of services to invite the people to the serv- Wolgemuth officiated.
Love feast and communion services were
ices and to God. Some came as they promised us; but others, it seems, promised us observed at the Ringgold Church, Sat. and
only to appear respectful for we did not Sun., May 17 and 18.
A large representation of our constitusee them at the services.
attended the rendition of the "MesOn the second Sunday when walking ency
siah" at the Forum in Harrisburg, Tues.,
among the people, greeting them and hav- May
6.
ing a few words with one here and there, we
Mrs. Eber Dourte
found an old heathen woman surrounded by
some of our older Christian women and one Delisle, Sask.
of the teachers who had visited her the day
before and begged her to come to the serv- Many weeks have come and gone,
ices. She was giving excuses why she did Since we saw our cousin John,
not come to the services:—"I must stay at Cousin Delia too was here,
home and chase the baboons from my gar- Filling hearts with love and cheer.
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Though the weather oft was cold,
Still a group we would behold,
Gathering at the place of prayer,
Thus a blessing they would share.
When the roads began to break,
'Twas a question what they'd take,
So 'twas interesting to see,
This very great variety—
A dozen or so came in a truck,
Trusting they would not get stuck,
While others came, driving a Jeep,
Thus climbing the ruts, however deep.
Some came in their Chevrolet car,
Thus their comfort did not marr,
Still others came drawn by a tractor,
Not speed, but power being the main factor.
So the Sunday the roads were the worst,
Our attendance then was the most,
Mixed was the group of big and small,
But we were glad to see them all.
About a year ago we pled,
That by someone we'd be led,
So Bro. Cooks have come to us,
And we are glad to have it thus.
Sunday School we have at ten,
And the Lord is with us then,
Prayer meeting too, every mid week,
God's choicest blessing then do we seek,
For
We
We
We

the many friends who with us met,
say "God bless you"—even yet,
also hear of many more,—
extend a welcome, though it be a score.

Soon an Evangelist is coming our way,
So we ask that you will help us pray,
That God will break the bands of the Devil,
And-.favor us with a gracious Revival.
Ruth Linkletter
North Star Mission
Even though the weather has been backward this spring, the mission personnel
has been busier than any previous time:
at least so it seems.
The month of April found us doing some
more construction work in the house. The
work consisted of the partial completion of
upstairs of the home, and for this purpose
a carpenter was hired. We believe it will
not be so difficult to keep warm next winter
as it was this past year with the upstairs
finished. The suddenness of gyproc becoming available surprised us, but the cost of
the work exceeds the amount set aside for
this purpose by a small amount.
We have been able to meet all the appointments except one Sunday when the
weather was so bad that no one came out to
the morning service, and we did not attempt
to go to the afternoon meeting. It has only
been within the last two weeks that a car
could be used, but as yet ours has not been
entirely completed, and thus we are still
driving the team.
During the breakup the buggy broke
down, and the mud caused the wheel bearings in the light trailer to give out. Repairs are not made in a week or two in some
cases, and while the buggy and the rubber
tired light trailer were laid up, the girls
used the steel farm wagon to get to Pine
Valley and the writer rode horseback one
Sunday to Melba, and two weeks later he
walked the twelve miles round trip. Traveling this spring has been filled with interesting events, and makes time pass by
too quickly at times.
Over a year and a half ago a fund was
started to replace the old worn out cook
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stove that always filled the rooms with
smoke and was a real fire hazard. Over
eighty dollars were sent in from several interested sources, and we ordered a new.
stove five times within the past year; each
time the check was returned. On May first
Sr. Brechbill and I attended a sale in Paddockwood and we purchased a stove of prewar quality in practically new condition.
However we were forced again to dip into
the mission funds to secure it. Replacement and repairs and improvements have
caused us some large expenditures this
quarter, and the other week it was discovered that the winter cold cracked the cistern
wall in the cellar, and thus we must do extensive repairing before the cistern can
again be used. We are glad that our carpenter has been generous enough to work
for fifty cents per hour when he could draw
ninety or more elsewhere.
April broke all previous established records for church attendance both at Howard
Creek and at Pine Valley. It seems that
many only go to Church on Easter Sunday,
and so it was this year. Even so, some good
contacts were made. At Howard Creek 69
were present, and at Pine Valley 50, including nineteen from the Howard Creek
district who we took along to render the
program given at the church in the morning. Since March we have been conducting
service each Sunday at Pine Valley with an
average attendance of 20 to 22. The former
average was about fifteen or less. The two
girls are mainly responsible for this increase. It may be possible that we will be
unable to continue every Sunday as during
the summer another group holds a claim on
the district too; nevertheless we are trying
to make Pine Valley a strong point in our
circuit, and we are encouraged in this hope
by the attitude of the Pin e Valley people as
a whole. Since Easter there has been a
leveling off at the church. We pray that the
summer evangelistic campaign will rekindle
some fires in some people's hearts. The
battle is not ours, but the Lord's. Remember North Star Mission.
Through the efforts of Brother C. P.
Tweed, one of our members who moved to
Paddockwood last fall, and his son Fred, a
Sunday School has been started in Paddockwood, and latest reports indicate good interest there, with a chance of something
worthwhile developing. May God bless them
and make them a blessing. Fred Tweed occasionally writes poetry as his testimony,
and these poems sometimes find their way
into the columns of the "VISITOR" or the
Sunday School papers.
Another good contact was made in rather
an unusual manner. A lady on the recommendation of Sr. Pearl's mother read our
copy of "South and South Central Africa,"
and last week we received a note thanking
us for loaning the book and stating it was
the best book she had ever read. We sincerely desire that fruit may come forth
unto eternal life.
E. D. Brechbill
Sherkston, Ont.
Tuesday evening, May 13 the Male Chorus
from the Ontario Bible School gave their
annual program at the Sherkston Church.
Miss Verna Climenhaga was the directress.
The group gave a number of selections, the
Male Quartet also assisting. Mrs. A. Pye
spoke on "The Way the Bible Should Affect
a Person's Life." Bro. Roy Sider made
some appropriate remarks. The meeting
closed with the benediction.
Norman E. Church

June 2, 1947
Mifflintown, Pa.
We had a wonderful Mother's day. In
the morning Bro. Brubaker spoke to the
mothers of their duty and what God has
entrusted to their care and how some shirk
their duty as mothers, and what the mothers would be in the years to come in our
modern age. After our Sunday school classes adjourned we had a mother's day session.
All mothers gathered up front and the oldest child pinned a bunch of violets on their
mother. Bro Hess Brubaker gave a mother's
day sermon in memory of his mother Barbara Brubaker in the evening.
As we have several of our members sick
we are asking by request of them for special prayer through the Visitor.
Bro. Donald Fisher, son of Bro. & Sr.
Willis Fisher of Mattawanna, has been
taken to the Hospital for treatment of a
"'bad heart condition. He is just 21 years
old. The other is Sr. Sally Fink, one of
our elderly sisters in the church, who has
been sick for some time and now bedfast
for several weeks. Prayers for these of our
number will be much appreciated.
Sr. Ruth Freed
Springvale, Ont.
In March we enjoyed a Bible Conference
which was very uplifting and an encouragement to all who attended. We had a very
large crowd which was a surprise to some
of us due to the very bad weather. But I
am sure everyone went away feeling it had
been good to be there. Every speaker very
capably took the subjects and we had a
blessed time together in the presence of
the Lord.
Our pastor Bro. John Nigh was away on
a missionary tour most of the winter and
we appreciated the way in which our young
minister Bro. Paul Nigh took charge of the
responsibility. His messages each time were
a help and blessing. We were glad when
our pastor returned with a report of being
able to encourage some of Christ's followers
who have been isolated from our own church
services for some time.
The work in general has not been progressing like we would like to see. The
enemy of souls is always on the job to
throw stumbling stones in the way of God's
little ones and he has managed to trip up
some but we believe God is able to bring
back the sheep who have gone astray if we
earnestly seek after them by our prayers.
As the Lord may lay it on the hearts of
some of his people pray for these precious
souls as they are precious in God's sight.
We need a real revival.
We have also enjoyed a good Love Feast.
The number was not so large but God was
with us and that is the most important.
One Sunday in April the Ontario Bible
School Male Chorus, took charge of the
morning service. We were made to feel
that God is preparing young folks to carry
on the work of the church for which we
do praise the Lord.
May the Lord bless His work everywhere
as we all cooperate with our means and
prayers for one another.
Martha Long
Boyle, Ontario
We thank the Lord for His presence and
guidance over us during another month. Our
attendance has been somewhat smaller owing to quite a number having the chicken
pox.
Bro. Winger held a week's revival at the
"Church of the Open Door" and reports
good interest and several at the altar of
prayer.
Our delegate to S. S. convention at Clarence Centre brought back a very interesting
report.

(
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We appreciated having the Wainfleet people worship with us on our prayermeeting
night while their church was being re-decorated. Bro. Edward Gilmore brought us a
message from God's word and Bro. L.
Shoalts led the testimony meeting.
Pray that the work at this place may be
kept and guided by the Holy Spirit.
M. Horton
A TESTIMONY
"He that dwelleth in the secret place of
the Most High, shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty." Psa. 91:1.
One morning while still in bed, the Lord
gave me these words. I was so impressed
with the place of the Most High. A place
where the world, and all that is of the
world, is completely shut out and His children are shut in, as in the Holy of Holies.
This "secret place" is not a place where His
children may go occasionally; but a place
where they may "abide" safely and securely
under the shadow of the Almighty. Bless
His Name.
There is within my heart a desire to give
testimony, through the columns of the
Visitor, to the things of God in my life. I
am so glad I gave my heart to God when I
was eleven years old. I know I passed from
death unto life. I was made a new creature in Christ Jesus. I was baptized and
taken into the church.
Some years later God uncovered to me
the ground work of inbred sin. I prayed
daily like David of old, "Create in me a
clean heart, oh God; and renew a right
spirit within me." I took the, crucifixion
route; laid my all upon the altar for time
and eternity. One Sunday evening, while
in church services, while I was testifying,
God poured down upon me the Holy Ghost
• and it was like cloven tongues as of fire permeated my being. The joy and victory that
came to my soul, I will never be able to express, for I was filled with all the fullness
of God, and complete victory was mine over
the world, over sin, and Satan.
At the age of twenty-five, I was left a
widow. After five years of happy married
life, God took my husband to Himself and
I was left with my two babies to go through
life alone. Avas was three years old and
Alma, my little baby being only two weeks
old. These were trying days. God was
helping me in a wonderful way; but the
loneliness of my heart can never be described. How well I remember the night,
while in our little home, I walked the floor
with my darling baby in my arms, so lonely
for our daddy, that it seemed it was beyond
human endurance. I picked up my Bible,
which opened to the fifty-fourth chapter of
Isaiah, and as I read down to the fifth verse,
God spoke to me these words, "For thy
Maker is thine husband; the Lord of Hosts
is his Name; and thy Redeemer the Holy
One of Israel—." This was like a love letter
from heaven. For days I would read these
words, and God made Himself so real to me
as a husband, a daily companion, that all
that terrible loneliness was gone and I was
praising Him.
At the age of thirty God called me to
Orphanage work at Mt. Carmel. Those
years of service meant to me much joy and
satisfaction, not because of what I have
done; but because of what God did for me.
When bodily strength would fail; the barrels
of meal run low, and trials of every kind
would assail my pathway, God was there.
In our years of service we tried to mother
one hundred children. Now as these children and grandchildren come to pay tribute
and respect we feel like sitting humbly at
Jesus feet with no worthiness of our own.
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S., Eber S., and Ezra S. Hess all of
I have now passed my seventy-fourth LabanChambersburg;
seven grand children and
birthday and how swiftly the time has near
Ave great grand children.
The church mourns the loss of a faithful
flown. We are now classed among the
Grandmothers today. My health, during all' member who was much devoted to her God.
these years has been remarkably good; but
Moses Hoke, the son of Jermiah
sorry to say, the most part of this last win- andHOKE—Eli
Mary Hoke was born in the old Hoke
ter has been spent in bed, I am able to be homestead near West Milton, Ohio on Aug.
11, 1872, and departed this life in the home of
up now the greater part of the day; but am his
Mrs. Grace Poland, Dayton, Ohio
suffering from arthritis. I am in God's a t 5daughter,
P. M. Sunday May 11, 1947 a t the age of
hands and ask your prayers for me. God 74 years, 9 months.
He was united in marriage to Sarah Ann
has been good and Alma, my daughter, has
Heckman on Jan. 1, 1895, by Eld. Samuel Herr
so tenderly cared for me.
near Englewood, Ohio.
To this union were born 2 sons and 1 daughYours in His Glad Service,
ter.
Mrs. Katie Bollinger
Those who preceded him in death were his
dear companion on Oct. 24, 1918, his father
and mother a number of years ago, also 4

Fruit of Missions
brothers and 2 sisters, Samuel, Aaron, Levi
and David Hoke, Mrs. Clara Cassel and Mrs.
Th3 Christian missionary enterprise has Amanda Hoover.
been responsible for most of India's proThose who remain to mourn his departure
are 3 children: Mr. P e r r y S. Hoke, Dayton, O.
gress during the past 200 years, according ••Mr.
J. Hoke, Hanover, Pa. and Mrs.
to four prominent Christian leaders from GraceChester
Poland, Dayton, O.; 10 grandchildren
and 4 great grandchildren; one brother. George
that country.
Hoke of West Milton, O. and one sister Katie
Guests at a "fellowship dinner" sponsored Miller of Groveport, O. Nephews, nieces and
by the India Committee of the Foreign Mis- other relatives and many friends also survive
sions Conference of North America, the him.
Bro. Hoke was converted and in the year of
speakers were Bishop John A. Subhan of
1888 was received into the Brethren in Christ
the Methodist Church of India, the first Church by the rite of baptism. However about
convert from Mohammedanism ever to be 1908 he chose to become a member of the
Brethren Church and continued his
elected to the Methodist episcopacy; Mrs. Christian
membership therein until severed by the proChandrama Prem Nath Dass, retired presi- vidential hand of death.
We appreciated very much the attendance of
dent of Isabella Thoburn College, Lucknow;
dear brother in our services at the Dayton
Beharilal L. Rallia Ram, chairman of the our
Mission and the faithful Christian spirit he
National Christian council of India; and Dr. manifested. We believe he is now at rest and
Rajah B. Manikam, secretary of the Coun- enjoying his eternal home in glory.
The funeral service which was largely atcil. The four Indian leaders comprise an tended
was held in the Fairview Brethren in
official deputation from the National Chris- Christ Church
near Englewood, Ohio May 14,
tian Council of India to the Protestant 1947.
The services were in charge of Bishop W. H.
churches of America.
Boyer, assisted by Eld. Clarence Wimer of the
Relief Commissioner leaves for the
Far East
Orie 0. Miller, Executive Secretary of the
Mennonite Central Committee, left on May
11 for a 14-week survey of the relief needs
in the Philippines, China, India, Java, and
Ethiopia, as well as to review the work
being done at the present time by the MCC
Units in these countries. He will also have
occasion to meet with certain leaders in the
European relief area. His observations and
recommendations will be useful in planning
the continuing MCC program of relief work
in these parts of the world. Brother Miller
arrived safely in Manila, the Philippines, on
May 15, thus completing this first part of
the trip.

Obituaries
GINGRICH—Sister Rosa B. Gingrich was
born near Maytown, Pa., June 29, 1868, and
departed this life at the home of her nephew,
H. G. Hershey, Elizabethtown, Pa., on May 11,
1947, aged 78 years, 10 months and 12 days.
Sister Gingrich was converted and united
with the church in the Dauphin-Lebanon District in early life.
About 27 years ago, she came to Mt. Joy,
staying in the home of J. B. Keller, until
several months ago when because of failing
health she came to the home of her nephew
where she was cared for until her decease.
From the time of her conversion until death
she was a faithful member of the church of
her choice.
She is survived by one sister, Mrs. Eli N.
Gish, Millersville, Pa., and a number of nephews and nieces.
Funeral services were held at the Miller
Funeral Home, Elizabethtown, Pa., conducted
by Bishop I. W. Musser and Elder Leroy Walters.
Text I Peter 1:17. Interment at Basslers
(Mennonite) cemetery.
HESS—Sister Lena Sollenberger Hess, born
December 13, 1866 in Franklin County, Pa.,
departed from our midst on Mother's Day, May
11, 1947.
Service was held in the New Guilford
Church and was in charge of Bishop Laban
W. Wingert and Rev. John A. Byers.
Sister Hess was the last of her immediate
family. She is survived by her three sons.

Christian Brethren Church.
Interment was made in the Minich cemetery
near Union, O.
Text Heb. 13:14.

MAN1T—Graybill J. Mann, son of the late
Cyrus S. and Fannie Mann, was born Aug. 19,
1867 and died April 25, 1947, aged 79 years,
8 months and 6 days.
Bro. Mann was born in Manor township and
resided there till he moved to his late residence in Mountville. On Feb. 2, 1893 he was
married to Anna H. Hess of Pequea township
who preceded him in death on June 26, 1915.
He was later married to Lizzie L. Heisey who
survives.
He was converted in the year 1911, later
united with the Brethren in Christ Church and
remained a faithful and active member therein
until his recent illness which kept him confined to his home at times. Truly, he will be
missed for the vacancy in his seat will be
noticed because of his faithfulness.
He is survived by his wife, and three sons,
Howard of Manheim, Pa., Roy a missionary to
Africa, home on furlough, and Leighton of
Clayton, Ohio.
Funeral services were held Monday afternoon, April 28, 1947 with Bish C. N. Hostetter,
Sr. and Bish. H. N. Hostetter in charge. Interment in adjoining cemetery.
Canadian Home Mission Report,
Receipts
Bal. on Hand April 1, 1946
Waterloo Cong
Wainfleet S. S
Gen. Conf. Offering
Premium on money less exchange
Nottawa Cong
Camp meeting offering
Wainfleet S. S
Rosebank S. S
Joint Council offering
Bertie Cong
Cheapside S. S
A Sister
Geo. L. Baker
_
Rosebank S. S
Beulah Heise
Bertie Cong
Sherkston Cong
Interest
Total
Expenditures
Personal Allowances
Traveling expenses
Houghton farm Int. & Taxes
Stamps & exchange

1947
$1,682.19
20.00
65.33
300.00
29.50
128.00
57.84
57.03
25.65
84.14
25.00
40.72
25.00
100.00
25.00
6.00
411.23
52.00
65.74
$3,200.37
$1,435.00
137.00
95.38
4.42

$1,671.80
Bal. on hand April 1, 1947
$1,529.57
John A. Nigh, Can. Treas.
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Fundamentals
A Deadly Fiery Dart
Alice Purves

M

Allan

ANY of us are familiar with the history of John Knox, the great Scottish
reformer of the sixteenth century. It had
been the writer's privilege to visit his native town—Haddington—and when there
to see the secondary school which many
years ago was erected to his memory. On
the roof building, at the front, is distinctly
seen the figure of that saintly man of God,
carved in stone, with a Bible in his hands.
Why the Bible? Ah, this Book was the
secret of the greatness of that reformer!
It was "the joy and rejoicing of his heart,"
as it was also with Jeremiah (chap. 15:
16).
Living at a time when Rome held sway
in his native land, John Knox felt it his
duty to acquaint others with the truths
which he himself had learned from God's
Word, he being "a steward" only—according to his own words. This position, while
bringing him great fame, however, made
the enemy of souls particularly interested
in it. And, though it was said of Knox that
he never feared the face of any man, yet
only he himself knew the intensity of the
sharpness of the fiery darts of the wicked,
* which were hurled at him. The secret of
power with men is victory over Satan by
the power of God. Even popularity did
not affect Knox. How often it is the reverse
of this. How often do earnest preachers
succumb to the wounding dart of popularity which overtakes them as a snare, and
inevitably their power with God decreases.
Of course, this, in itself, reveals the artfulness of the great enemy.
But John Knox resisted him bravely in
spite of his many unusual and varied
methods of attack, with his fiery darts.
Down in his heart was his resolve:
"God only to obey;
And how he preached the faithful
Word!
Nor cared what kings should say!"
However, it is most instructive to learn,
by perusal of an old-fashioned book which
contains the stories of the lives of many
brave men and martyrs, the last temptation which came to John Knox as he lay
on his deathbed. The following record is
most interesting:
"About five o'clock in the evening (of
the day of his death) he said to his wife,
'Go, read where I cast my anchor,' meaning the 17th chapter of John's Gospel.
. "Appearing after this to fall into a
slumber, he sighed deeply, and being asked on awakening the cause of this, he replied: T have formerly during my frail
life sustained many contests and assaults
of Satan, but at present that roaring lion
hath assailed me most furiously, and put

•

forth all his strength to devour and make
an end of me at once. Often before hath
he placed my sins before my eyes, often
tempted me to despair, often endeavored to
ensnare me by the allurements of the
world; but these weapons being broken by
the Sword of the Spirit, the Word of God,
he could not prevail. Now he has attacked
me in another way; the cunning serpent
has labored to persuade me that I have
merited heaven and eternal blessedness by
the faithful discharge of my ministry. But,
blessed be God, who has enabled me to
beat down and quench this fiery dart by
suggesting to me such passages of Scripture as these: "What hast thou that thou
didst not receive?" "By the grace of God
I am what I am" "Not I, but the grace of
God * * with me." Being thus vanquished,
he left me. Wherefore, I give thanks to
my God through Jesus Christ, who was
pleased to give the victory; and I am persuaded that the tempter shall not again
attack me, but within a short time I shall,
without any great bodily pain or anguish
of mind, exchange this mortal and miserable life for a blessed immortality through
Jesus C h r i s t ! ' "
Shortly afterward he peacefully entered
into the presence of the Lord, without a
struggle.
Now, we find a wonderful passage in
First Corinthians, chapter 10: "There hath
no temptation taken you but such as is
common to man," etc.
This temptation which came to the old
Scottish reformer long ago was, therefore,
common to Man.
We all require to take heed to this fiery
dart. And, as Satan is peculiarly subtle,
he does not systematically aim those darts

If You Are Not Saved
Fred

Tweed

If you are not saved
0, dear one beware,
Lost in life's darkness
In utter despair.
No
No
No
But

hope for
peace in
rest or
sorrow

the future
the soul,
contentment
untold.

Look unto Jesus,
He's still on the throne
He will forgive you
And make you His own.
A home up in Heaven
He with you will share,
If you will but trust Him
Look to Him in prayer.
—Paddockwood, Sask.
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of his at Christians. Sometimes to one
who is comparatively young, and not going
to die, does this same temptation come—
this fallacy which dishonors God so greatly; which insults Him most tremendously!
Yes, we all may expect sometime or other
to be tempted to recline in ease on good
deeds done in the past (which is diabolical
spiritual pride) ; when we ought really to
be claiming God's mercy — and only
through the Blood of Jesus; for indeed
such times are times of need. See Hebrews 4:16.
Oh, let us all desire more earnestly that
we be clad with the whole armor of God.
which Paul speaks of in Ephesians 6. Thus
-shall we be able to withstand in the evil
day.
Oh, may we take the shield of faith, and
be enabled to quench all the fiery darts of
the wicked!—Gospel Herald.
> ^>»
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Are You Ready?
Everett E.

Shelhamer

My soul is sad. Not for my past, for it
is forgiven; nor for depravity, for that has
been "crucified with him." But I am in
agony for humanity.
Every finger points to the end. "Perilous
times" are here! The very atmosphere
omens a universal cataclysm. Men's hearts
are failing them for fear of the inevitable.
I am no calamity-howler. I am simply a
voice crying in this wilderness of sin, "Behold, he cometh!" And, oh, how few are
ready!
"But the church is ready, isn't i t ? " Only
those who are blood-sprinkled, Christ-honoring, Spirit-filled, Bible-relishing, prayere n j o y i n g, foe-forgiving, soul-burdened,
world-disdaining, Holiness-living,
and
Heavenward-aspiring.
In brief—these are "strangers and pilgrims." Their affections are set on things
above, not on stocks and bonds, houses and
barns, luxury and fame, fashions and fads,
and the dictates of popular religion.
"The Church"—those who are ready—
have their membership in the heavenly
Jerusalem from whence they steadfastly
"wait for the Son." They are "sanctified
wholly . . . and preserved unto the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ." They exultantly cry, "Even so, come, Lord Jesus."
Now, beloved, are you ready? Is your
wedding robe on? Is your lamp trimmed
and brightly burning—with a good supply
of oil? If there is a question mark I beseech you to "prepare to meet thy God"
in peace.—Tract.
People judge us by our lives. We are
seldom condemned because we are Christians, but because we are not Christian
enough.
Sin is a cancer which destroys the prospects of the soul for immortal glory and
ruins it for life.
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Contributions
"Hear What the Spirit Saith."
Orrie D.

Yoder

He that hath an ear to hear, let him hear
what the Spirit saith unto the churches."
Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 29 and 3:6, 13,
22.
1. The Seven-fold Call of God.
The text chosen for our consideration is
a most unique message in God's entire
Revelation to men. It is unique because
it is Heaven's seven-fold call to the Church
to honor the Third person of the Trinity,
the Holy Spirit who is God's Representative on earth. It is unique because we find
nowhere else within two small chapters of
Scripture the command repeated seven
times, He that hath an ear to hear, let him
hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches."
The message is unique because it is
found in the unique farewell message of
God and His Exalted Son to the Church
and to all mankind. For many reasons,
the Book of Revelation is the most outstanding book of the whole Bible. Accompanying no other book do we find the solemn introduction that it is the Revelation
which God gave to His Son to send to the
churches. Here also, we find Jesus Christ,
the Builder and Head of the Church,
seven times honoring the Holy Spirit in
His mission to the Church, and charging
the Church forever to hear what He, the
Spirit, saith to the churches.
The writer has often shared the view
that the Great Commission as given in the
Gospels and Acts is the fare-well message
of our Christ. Picturing the Christ as He
taught and lived on earth, this is true.
But looking at the eternal exalted Christ,
we have later a far more excellent farewell
message of Jesus Christ to His Church. It
is the Revelation "which God gave unto
Him to shew unto His servants
things
which must shortly come to pass."
How
adorable of our God and our Christ that
to His Church when fifty or sixty years
old, heaven was opened and to all who live
thereafter were given the most solemn messages of comfort and warning that heaven
above ever gave to man on earth. In this
book we have emphasized and held before
us as nowhere else in Scripture, the Messianic authority and power of an exalted
Christ as it pertains to the true Church
and as it is related to apostate Christendom, to the Jews who pierced Him (Zech.
•12:10) and to the nations who rejected
Him. Cf. 1:7. How solemn should both
the credentials and message of the exalted Christ grip all of vfe to-day!
How cunningly does Satan seek to defeat
God's purpose by casting a flood of indif-

ference over the Churches, even the Conservative churches, toward this unique
farewell message of our Lord and His
seven-fold call to hear what the Holy
Spirit would say to us! Yet the fact remains that we shall overcome this arch
enemy, only "by the blood of the L a m b "
and by truly teaching "all the counsel of
God" and of His Christ, including the
book of Revelation.
In the gospel and epistles we have the
suffering Christ rejected by many and by
the world systems but purchasing and calling out of the world His Church; while in
the Revelation we have the exalted Lord of
all and sovereign to whom all must bow
and give account. It is this sovereign Lord
who solemnly gives the seven fold charge,
"He that hath ears to hear let him hear
what the Spirit saith unto the Churches."
It is high time for the church in all her
activities to take inventory of all false dissenting voices she has been following, and
tune her ear to hear what the Spirit would
say unto her. It is high time for her to
listen to her Lord who says, "I Jesus have
sent mine angel to testify these things in
the churches." (22:16).—Bannock, Ohio.

Doing the Impossible
A. Z. Myers
"Stretch

out your hand." Lk. 6:10.
Read Luke 6:6-10

SIMPLE thing to do, and yet if I read
this story aright, with this man an impossible thing to do. All of us frequently
face the impossible. It may be that the line
of duty brings us to demands that to our
view seem utterly impossible.
Jesus said, "With God all things are
possible." (Mk. 10:27) See also Mark
9:23. "- - - all things are possible to him
that believeth." These passages may help
us in our thinking.
As the folks gathered in the Synagogue,
their meeting house that Sabbath day some
who were quick to criticize and see others'
faults noticed the man with the withered
arm and Jesus, who was always ready to
help those in trouble. And they began to
cavil. Jesus knew their thought and accepted the mental challenge. This gives us
the setting of the story. There is no intimation that the man himself expected or
asked to have his arm restored.
In the process Jesus makes two simple
requests of the man. First: "Rise up, and
stand forth in the midst." (8) This brought
him to the fore front. It was a simple request, one that he could easily do. But
had he been indifferent or stubborn, nothing further could have been done for him.

A
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There are always things that we can do
that lead up to the impossible. Doing these
opens the way for God to work and do the
impossible.
Jesus' next word was a question asked
of the critics to which there was no answer,
just a deep silence. Then turning to the
man he asked him to do the impossible,
"Stretch forth thy hand" and immediately
he did it and was restored. As he did the
impossible he was made whole.
First the willingness to begin, to place
ourselves in line with the divine will, the
higher wisdom and power than ourselves;
first doing what we can, then somehow the
' power comes. Faith is fundamental; faith
in God, faith in ourselves. "All things are
possible to him who believes."
A personal experience may be in place.
How vividly I recall back more than fifty
years when battling with the call to the
ministry, I kneeled in a Christian Alliance
All Day Meeting and said; "Yes, Lord, if
you can open the way I am willing to devote my life to the ministry," or words to
that effect. Frankly, I had not much faith
that the way would open; there seemed so
many things, which I need not recount
that made it impossible. My dedication
was sincere. Within one year from that
the way opened and I was settled in my
first pastorate and publicly set apart as a
minister of the Gospel. I thank God He
counted me worthy and made me willing.
"Lord, give us faith to do the things we
can do and faith to trust and obey thee
as thou wouldst lead on to greater things
for thy glory."
Mansfield, Pa.

Faith's Threefold Tenses
(Continued from page six)
They, and anyone similarly afflicted, need
to hear again David's words, "What time I
am afraid, I will trust in Thee;" and Isaiah's, "I will trust, and not be afraid."
Praise God for all His mercies yet to be
revealed, assured to us by all His faithfulness in days gone by! "From everlasting
lo everlasting"— a God who changeth not!
And again we say—Hallelujah!
"His love in times past forbids me to
think
He ever will leave me in trouble to sink;
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review
Confirms His good pleasure to help me
right through."
—The Gospel Herald
Four things a man must learn to do
If he would make his record true:
To think without confusion clearly;
To love his fellow-men sincerely;
To act from honest motives purely;
To trust in God and Heaven securely.
—Henry Van Dyke.
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Our Sunday

Schools

Progress at Moore's S. S.
Mark and Lucille

Wolgemuth

Throughout the past year the work at
Moore's Church has been very encouraging. From eleven people a year ago in
January the number on the roll has reached 97 and the average atendance is 66.
Because of the large number of children
and bad roads the attendance is greatly
affected by weather conditions. Last year
there were eight Robert Raikes Certificates
given for regular attendance.
We have visited in approximately 64 different homes in 1946. Nearly every home
represented on the roll required one and
some a good many more visits before they
started coming to Sunday School. Several
of those attending claimed conversion and
a number of others expressed a desire to
learn to know the Lord. We ask that you
pray for these that they may find Christ
precious to their soul.
Because of the very poor condition of
the church when it was first opened we felt
the need to repair the church and to redecorate it inside and out. When this was
proposed to the group they all took a very
definite interest and helped in the work
until it was finished.
The increased enrollment has made
crowded conditions in the church, so a project to dig out the basement for Sunday
School rooms and to install a furnace has
been started. Most of the basement is now
dug out and part of the walls and floor has
been concreted. In doing so our finances
have been completely exhausted but we are
trusting the Lord to provide the material
necessities for His work.
One of our present problems is a shortage of helpers. Three students and one
local woman there are teachers of Sunday
School classes but we are carrying along
without a superintendent and a regular
teacher for the adult class. Just as the
Lord blessed and provided for Moore's
Sunday School in the past we know that
He will provide someone to help out in
these positions.
Note to S. S. workers: Go back over this
article again and pick out the one sentence which vou would say is the "key" to
building up S. S. attendance. You areright,
we were sure you could find it!
1
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"Opening the Sunday School
Efficiently"
Arthur L. Musser
UNDAY SCHOOLS are making steady progress in the improvement of their facilities. For instance, additional class room
space is being provided in the Church
basement or elsewhere. There has also
been definite progress in making our teach-
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ing more effective such as having better
trained teachers who use the best methods.
But in many instances there has not been
realized an equal development in the training of pupils in WORSHIP. It is important to have the Sunday School well equipped. It is essential that the pupils know
about the Bible, but with their knowledge
of the Bible, they should be trained in an
intelligent exercise of worship. This training should be provided in a carefully planned service of worship both in the Sunday
School and the church sessions.
Under our usual set up of Brethren in
Christ Sunday Schools, the worship period
has long gone under the name of "Opening
Exercise." Did we ever stop to analyze the
reason why we have an Opening Exercise?
Because it is the custom? Because we have
to get the meeting started somehow and it
is the best way we know to get things rolling? Is the Opening Exercise just a "time
killer"—a way to put in time until the
late comers drag themselves in the door?
Or is our aim and purpose to make it a
fifteen or twenty minute period of interesting, inspiring, carefully thought-out and
prayed down program of worship for all
the pupils and teachers of the Sunday

School?
Often instead of the so called Opening
Exercise being real worship, it is nothing
but an exercise from the ringing of the
bell by the Superintendent to get attention, a song or two, prayer, a few remarks
for good measure, and then sending the
classes out to their respective rooms. There
is no better way to make the Sunday School
unattractive and lifeless than to follow the
same "order of exercise" Sunday after Sunday. Thousands of pupils and teachers
have suffered untold agonies every week
because the Superintendent did not know
what to do with these golden minutes.

Blessed is the Superintendent—
Who does not think he knows it all, but
recognizes there are a few things yet
to learn.
Who does not work by the tick of the
clock, but by the beat of the heart.
Who does not make announcements
twice
in exactly the same way, but cultivates
variety and surprise.
Who does not surrender to a chance visitor
the precious closing moments of the
school.
Who does not ride hobbies, but, who seeks
to develop the school
symmetrically.
Who does not resign when his toes are
stepped on.
Who never expects to be satisfied with attainment.
Who does not blame others for going to
sleep because he is not awake.
—The Church School Promoter.
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To begin with, the group has had no
preparation for worship. How can there
be" an attitude of worship on the part of
little Johnny when his parents bring him
to Sunday School just a minute before the
opening song (If his parents bring him at
a l l ) . Mother hangs up his cap, gives his
nose a final rub with her handkerchief,
brushes his hair with a few quick strokes
and down the aisle he goes, reaching his
seat about exhausted! But he is not exhausted enough to hinder him from being
restless and inattentive, and from talking
to his neighbors. He gets very little out
of the Opening Exercises and fifteen to
twenty minutes are absolutely wasted. With
the cooperation of his parents to get him
to Sunday School earlier and with the Superintendent presenting an interesting program of worship adapted to his age, little
Johnny would have received valuable training in the art of real worshipping!
A wide awake Superintendent must certainly ask himself quite frequently this
question: "How can I prepare myself for
the task of helping train these children in
worship?" And let us not forget that the
teachers and officers need this period of
worship as well. This problem will be
considered under two main divisions: First,
Preparation; second, Presentation.
I. Preparation: A vital experience of
God in public worship does not just happen: the leader must do some praying and
planning in advance. If the Opening Exercises cannot win the pupils' interest and
respect, we can not chide them for habitually coming late. The best kind of worship service will become dull and uninteresting if repeated Sunday after Sunday.
Singing the same songs, calling on the
same person for prayer, and opening the
Sunday School in the same way, will take
the heart and interest out of any service.
Superintendents must give variety to programs of worship and at the same time
maintain an atmosphere of real devotion.
In the preparation of the program there
are four matters to be given consideration:
a. Central theme. The Superintendent
or leader should have a theme around
which the worship service is built. The
theme may have a bearing upon the lesson, or for variety it may be in keeping
with the special events of the church year.
For example, the theme of the opening
exercise for the month of November might
center around Thanksgiving; December,
Christmas; April, Easter; etc. All the
songs and prayers should be in harmony
with the theme of the day or of the month.
b. Well known songs. In Sunday School
children are impressed with TRUTH. But
impression without expression brings depression. And one of the best means of
self-expression for children and young people is singing in the worship service. The
songs should be selected to meet their
needs. As they join in singing, they are
unconsciously being led into the spirit of
worship. Familiar songs are best for the

:
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Car Dieu a tellement aim6 le rrionde, qu'il
*a donne" son Fils unique, afin que quiconque
' croifc en lui ne pgrisse point, mais qu'il"ait la
ivie etemelie..

ITALIAN.
, ,j
DUTCH.
,y
Perciocche Iddio ha tanto amato 11 mondo,^ *
Want alzoo lief heeft God de wereld gehad, -zf'
ch'egll ha dato 11 suo unigenito" Figliuolo, ^
dat hij zijnen eeniggeboren* Zoon gegeven -'
heeft, opdat een iegelijk, die in hem gelobft, ~^^y acciocche chiunque crede in lui non perisca,' ^
ma abbia vita eterna.
^ -^^"
»r ~'oiet verderve. jnaar hetr eeuwige leven hebbe.

Courtesy American Bible Society.
Opening Exercise since the effort put forth
in learning a new chorus or song might
distract quite a bit from the spirit and
thought of worship. Certainly the teaching
of new choruses has a definite place in the
Sunday School, but not in the worship
period.
c. Representative prayers. Public prayers should be brief—long and rambling
prayers have no place in public worship
service, especially where there are restless
boys and girls. Preparation for prayer is
most necessary. And how to best prepare
their minds and hearts for prayer leads
to the fourth point:
d. Appropriate Scripture. Scripture can
be used in several ways. A verse like,
"The Lord is in his holy temple; let all
the earth keep silence before him," serves
as a Call to Worship and quiets the group.
Or a psalm of praise used as a responsive
reading is also very useful in obtaining a
worshipful attitude. Finally a short passage bearing particularly upon the theme of
the day. Never drag a Scripture lesson
into the worship service simply because
it has been the custom to read the Bible at
every service. Instead of reading a whole
chapter which may only have one or two
verses appropriate to the subject, it is far
better to select a dozen verses from different
portions of the Bible which are closely
related to the central theme of the day, and
occasionally it may be effective to have a
well-told story before prayer.
II. Presentation. The success of tiie
Opening Exercise is not only dependent
upon careful preparation, but proper presentation. For a service to be presented
properly there are three essentials:

203

Satan's Tool

FRENCH

5ERMAN
: SBelt gcliebet, bajj er ffineii eiiige;^bornen Bofja gab, auf bajj Slfte, bie an ifm glaubfii,
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(15)

a. Be prompt. Nothing detracts from
the effectiveness of the Opening Exercise
so much as the failure to begin and close
promptly. One of the most important duties of the Sunday School is to train pupils in the Christian habit of promptness.
If children don't learn promptness in Sunday School, what can you expect when they
grow up?
b. Be progressive. Do not permit the
service to drag. When one part is finished
the next part should begin immediately—
Not that it should appear that the leader is
in a hurry to get through, but the Opening
exercise ought to run ahead smoothly.
c. Be prayerful. The only way in which
we can be reverent in every word and act
is to be constantly in the spirit of prayer.
Services of worship require prayer in
presentation as well as in preparation. It
is largely up to the leader to constantly
maintain the spiritual tone of the period.
An occasional moment of silent prayer
helps wonderfully in bringing about the
realization that the worshippers are in the
presence of God.
We trust that the preparation and presentation of our Opening exercises may be
more worshipful than ever before. An attractive, efficient "opening" sets the stage
for more effective teaching. It prepares
both pupils and teachers in heart and mind
for the lesson recitation which follows.
Let us improve our Sunday Schools by
improving the tone of our Opening Exercises.—Given at the Annual S. S. Convention of the Canadian Church at Clarence
Center, N. Y., April 27, 1947.
You can enliven the deadest meeting by
praising the Lord.

( 5 . S. Workers

Bewarel)

Here is a familiar story that needs repeating in these days. It is about the announcement that the devil was going out
of business and would offer all tools for
sale to the highest bidder.
On the night of the sale, these tools were
attractively displayed, and a bad-looking
lot they were—hatred, envy, jealousy, malice, sensuality, deceit, and all the other
implements of evil. Apart from the rest lay
a harmless-loking wedge-shaped tool, much
worn and priced higher than any of the
others. Someone asked the devil what it
was.
"That is discouragement," was the reply.
"Why was it priced so h i g h ? "
"Because," replied the devil, "it is more
useful to me than any other tool. I can
pry open and get into a man's conscience
with that, when I could never get near
him with any others, and once inside I can
use him with my discouragement in any
way that suits me best. It is much worn
because I use it with nearly everybody, as
few people yet know that it belongs to me
and that I use it to achieve my ends."
But the price placed on discouragement
was so high that the devil owns it still.—
Selected.
.
t m*m <

Ungarded Gaps
The tom-toms thumped straight on all
night, and the darkness shuddered round
me like a living, feeling thing. I could not
go to sleep, so I lay awake and looked;
and I saw, as it seemed, this:
That I stood on a grassy sward, and at
my feet a precipice broke sheer down into
infinite space. I looked, but saw no bottom; only cloud shapes, black and furiously coiled and great shadow-shrouded hollows, and unfathomable depths. Back I
drew, dizzy at the depth.
Then I saw forms of people moving
single file along the grass. They were
making for the edge. There was a woman
with a baby in her arms and another little
child holding on to her dress. She was
on the very verge. Then I saw that she was
blind. She lifted her foot for the next
step . . . it trod air. She was over, and the
children over with her. Oh, the cry as
they went over!
Then I saw more streams of people
flowing from all quarters. All were blind,
stone blind; all made straight for the
precipice edge. There were shrieks as they
suddenly knew themselves falling, and a
tossing up of helpless arms, catching,
clutching at empty air. But some went
over quietly and fell without a sound.
Then I wondered, with a wonder that
was simply agony, why no one stopped
them at the edge. I could not. I was glued
to the ground, and I could not call; though
I strained and tried, only a whisper would
come.—Selected.
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Worldwide News Currents
500 Percent Increase
That is the record of the Hayden Flour
Mills of Tecumseh, Michigan. Perry Hayden,
the owner, attributes this phenomenal
growth to his practice of tithing the entire
income of his business, and applying the
Golden Rule to both employees and customers. These principles have caused his business to achieve an increase of 500 percent
in five years.
Hayden said, "I have known personally
many firms and business men who have consistently paid a tenth of their income to
the Lord's work, but have yet to see the
first failure when operating on that basis."
Neither Words Nor Guns
That wise Scotsman, Dr. J. Hutchison
Cockburn, who is once again in this country,
is reported to have told a church gathering
in New York that "The anti-Christian forces
of either fascism or communism cannot be
argued down; they must be lived down."
"Christianity has the truth on its side," Dr.
Cockburn declared. "But that truth must be
demonstrated in living terms if Christian
civilization is to survive." There is nothing
very new in such a reminder. But coming
from the man who is closer to the problems
of devastation and reconstruction in Europe
than any other ecumenical church leader it
is worth hearing again. One thing, however, Dr. Cockburn might well have added.
True as it is that the anti-Christian forces
now loose in Europe (and throughout the
world) cannot be argued down, it* is even
more true that they cannot be shot down,
The idea that the materialistic dogmas of
communism—for like everyone else, Dr.
Cockburn really has the surging power of
Russian'communism in mind when he utters
his warning—can be contained by mobilizing armies and bombs is preposterous. If
Christianity is to establish its spiritual domination over Western civilization there is
only one way to go about it. It will avail
Christians nothing to try to out-argue or
out-shoot their opponents. Once again, as
in the beginning of Christian history, they
must out-love and out-live them.
Reports Americans Decreasing
Contributions to Causes
Although the American public supports
religious and philanthropic institutions with
annual contributions estimated at $2,250,
000,000, the percentage of national income
diverted to such agencies has dropped to an
all-time low of 1.35 per cent, according to
a report made public at a meeting of the
National Stewardship Institute here.
"Our design for giving is not keeping
pace with the increase in our national income," Dr. Allen E. Claxton, Institute director, told an assembled group of representatives from 12 major philantrophies.
He explained that the Institute had been
organized by the Golden Rule Foundation to
develop higher standards of stewardship for
the better financing of all privately supported religious, educational, characterbuilding and welfare institutions. It maintains divisional headquarters in six principal cities.
"According to the best information available, by 1953 our national income will be 55
billions of dollars in excess of what is was
in "1932," said Dr. Claxton. "It is our duty
to see that a proportionate share of that increase is used for constructive efforts. He
cited the fact that money spent on liquor
consumption last year could have supported
Methodist missionary efforts throughout the
world "not for one year, but for 900 years."

Uniform Marriage and Divorce Laws
For the eighth successive year Senator
Arthur Capper, of Kansas, has introduced
a bill to amend the Constitution so that
Congress may pass a uniform marriage and
divorce act. The senator remarks: "for
every three couples that marched to the
altar, one wedding ended in the divorce
courts, and, again "after careful study of the
problem over a number of years, it is my
conclusion that uniform federal regulation
of marriage and divorce laws through a
constitutional amendment is necessary to
correct the situation."
Is This Culture?
'Our American culture has become so
fearful of 'spoiling' a baby that infants suffer frustration of their emotional needs.
There is an emotional need for occasional
cuddling and rocking to allay the sense of
fear, insecurity, and even later—of guilt."—
Dr. Milton Senn, Cornell Medical School.
Protestant Group Appoints Committee to
Study Spread of Communism
Formation of a committee to study the
spread of Communism and its effect upon
Protestant foreign missions was authorized
here by the Committee of Counsel and Reference of the Foreign Missions Conference
of North America.
The study, which was recommended at
the annual meeting of the Foreign Missions
Conference in January, will also be concerned with social and economic conditions
which "predispose" people to accept Communist propaganda.
Also authorized by the committee was a
survey of the financing of foreign missions
during an inflationary period.
Tithing Raises $24,000,000 in Five Years
Tithes and mission offerings by Seventhday Adventists of the Pacific Union Conference have totaled more than $24,000,000
within the last five years, it was disclosed
at a Conference convention here.
Is There No Limit?
"Hell Incorporated," is being constructed
at Las Vegas, Nevada, it is reported. It will
be an amusement center in operation day
and night, every day in the week, and will
contain every kind of amusement and vice
that exists. A $5,000 neon sign advertises
the place. It is in the form of a devil with
an arrow for a pitchfork which constantly
moves, pointing the way to "Hell." Along
the roadside between Los Angeles and Las
Vegas are large roadside signs which say,
"You're on the Road to Hell;" "This is the
Way to Hell." The blasphemy and sinful
daring of our age seems to know no limits.
NAE Protests Lord's Day Secularization
The National Association of Evangelicals
has memorialized the President and the
Congress of the USA concerning the "secularization of the Lord's Day." It urges the
restoration of the day to its "former sacred
place" in the life of the nation.
The complete text of the NAE resolution
is as follows:
Whereas, millions of Christians throughout this country have looked with deep regret upon the continual secularization of
the Lord's Day by many of our public officals, thus disregarding its sanctity and the
desperate need of the nation for it as a keystone to character, liberty, and true power;
Whereas, since the war, this secular use
of the day has been continued by many of
our most responsible servants, and is now
climaxed by consenting to co-operate with
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the United Nations on a seven-day work
week basis instead of honoring God by refusing to desecrate His day;
* Whereas, proper observance of the Lord's
Day is demanded by reason, directed by the
Bible, required by Christian conscience and
therefore, expected by God who is not
mocked; therefore, be it
Resolved, we deplore the secularization of
the Lord's Day by our leaders in government;
We urge the President, Legislators, and
all other public officials to cease using the
day as a convenience for business and politics; and
We invite them to use their great influence to restore the day to its former sacred
place in the life of our beloved nation, to
the end that man's spiritual life might be
nourished and lifted, moral fibre builded,
character strengthened, and above all, the
Lord Jesus Christ exalted.
Return to Temperance
Kentucky now has 92 dry counties out of
120, with 140 additional dry precincts in
15 wet counties, leaving only 13 entirely
wet counties; 62% of the State's population
lives in dry territory, and 83% of the
State's area is dry. In the dry areas, all
liquors containing an excess of 1% of alcohol are banned.
Good Friday Bill Advances
A pending bill designed to make Good
Friday a legal holiday throughout the
United States has been referred to a subcommittee of the House committee on the
Judiciary for study and rcommendation, according to the Committee for the Three
Hours Observance of Good Friday, which is
pushing the legislation.
The measure was introduced by Representative Dansdale G. Sasscer, (D.-MD.).
African Deputation
Five top-ranking European experts on
African affairs have recently arrived in this
country to confer with American religious
leaders, government officials, and educators.
It is described by Dr. Ross as the best
informed deputation ever to visit America
in regard to economic, social, medical, racial, and spiritual problems of Africa.
Primary purpose of their visit will be to
lay the ground work for a closer working
relationship between American and European agencies which have social, cultural,
or religious interests on the African continent.
As East Views West
In EDUCATION AND WORLD TRAGEDY Howard Mumford Jones imagines a
thoughtful student from the East giving his
real opinion of the industrial society he observes here. He finds in that society, the
author suggests, such ambiguities as these:
The greatest reverence for the human
soul—yet more human beings are slaughtered than in any other society in recorded history;
Honoring of romantic love and family life
—yet with private unhappiness, sexual maladjustment, neurotic personalities a n d
crumbling homes commonplace experiences;
Marvelous inventions and technical creations—with an economic system that piles
up consumer goods in such quantity that the
only resource is imperialistic exploitation
of other peoples;
Rationalism as the core of the western
tradition—along with the evil emotions of
race prejudice, cultural parochialism, feelings drugged by movies, press and advertising.
This ambivalence of American culture enhances the difficulty of adjustment on' the
part of those who come to our shores.
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